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Comment Form

STATE DEPARTMENT

Title: 1ague Convention on Intercountry Adoption; Intercountry Adoption Act ol 2000, Accreditation
of Agencies: Approval of Persons; Preservation of Convention Records; Extension of Comment Periad
Subject Catepory: Intercountry Adoption Act of 2000: Hague Convention-- Agency accreditation and
person approval

Dacket Id: RIN 1400-A4-88, 1400-AB-69

CFR Citation: 22 CTR 96, 98

Published: November 13, 2003 [FR Doc. 03-28344]

Comments Due: December 15, 2003

Phase: PROPOSED RULLES

[Tow To Comment:

Conmmenters may send hard copy submissions or comments in electronic format, Commenters sending
ouly hard copies must send an original and two copies referencing docket number State/ AR-01/96 or
StaleAR-01/98 to: U.S. Department of State, CA/OCS/PRI, Adoption Regulations Docket Roem, SA-
26,2201 C Street, NW., Washington, DC 20520. Hard copy comments may also be sent by overnight
courier services to; 1.8, Department ol State, CA/OCS/PRI, Adoption Regulations Docket Room,
2201 € Street, NW,, Washington, DC 20320. Donot personally hand deliver comments to the
Department of State, Comments referencing the docket number Stale/AR-01/96 ur Stule/ AR-01/98
may be submirted electronically to adoptivnregsi@state.gov. Two hard copies of the comments
subrmitted ¢lectronically must be mailed under separate cover as well. Electronic comments must be
made in the lext of the message or submitted as a2 Word file avoiding the use of any form af encryption
or use of special characters. 11 vou submit comments by hard copy rather than electronically. include o
disk with the snbmission if possible. Hard copy submissions without an accompanying disk file,
however, will be accepted.

Your comment has been sent. To verify that this agency has received your comment, please contact the
agcncy directly, 1f vou wish to retain a copy of your comment. print out a copy of this document tor
vour {iles.
Please note vour REGULATIONS. GOV number.

Regulations.gov £ EREG - 13

Date Submited: Dec 13, 2003

Title First Name Last Name
Mr. lucy abair
Organization Name

vermont residential licensing unit
Mailing Address

103 sputh mawn street

Ciry State Postal Code
waterbury VT 05401
Province C ountry
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Comment

There ure several regualtions that seem impractical for an adoption agency. One area 1s the
requirement of $1,000,000,000 insurance per occurance. Another 15 the requiremment for three
menths of cash reserves, This is not practical for small agencies that are performing just fine in the
community. Aditonally, giving the responsibbility for the actions of the people involved in Lhe
sending country is an impossible burden for the average small adoption agency that does not have
their own staff in the sending countries. The lancial audit requirment is excessive. T think they
shoud be able to demonstrate fiscal responsibility by a lesser audit [unction. For the acerediting
entities, having Lo assume the resposibility/liability for the actions of all involved in the
internagtional adoption process both in the US and in the sending countries is imppossible to
achieve and enforee. It is the responsibility of the entity to review adoption practice in the
agencies according o the Hague regulations. This review is documented. That should be the end
of the responsibility/liability. If there are problems subseguent to the accreditation, there (s a paper
irail Lo follow in order to address any performance problems both for the adoption agency and the
entity, Thal is all you can reasonably expect.
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